I. On the Function of the Human Kidney, in relation to its principal Secretions.
[Read before the Glasgow Medical Society, 1st November, 1831.] In contemplating the many interesting phenomena which animal economy exhibits, there is one view in which they may be divided into three great classes. The first of these regards the means which have been given for prompting and enabling the animal to take within its system those various foreign bodies which contain the ingredients requisite for its nutrition.
As these ingredients are always found combined with other substances which are partially or entirely useless, the second class embraces the provisions which nature has made for elaborating the foreign matter, so as to assimilate and incorporate its various available principles with those parts of the frame into whose composition they must enter, to supply the waste which life incessantly produces. 
